
Powell Butte Community Charter School  
 
 

 

October 5, 2016 

Dear Parents,  

It has come to our attention that we have 2 confirmed cases of head lice in our elementary classes.  In 

order to prevent an outbreak, today we checked students in classes with confirmed cases, and by Friday 

we will have checked all of our elementary students.   

Facts about head lice:  

 They do not jump or fly.  

 They are unable to live off the human body for more than 48 hours. 

 They are not contracted due to poor hygiene. 

 The host usually does not know they have head lice until 2 week after infestation. 

 They do not carry diseases. 

 Head lice is typically found in girls as they typically have 4 times more hair than boys. 

 They are usually only seen on the head and scalp as they need warmth from the head to survive. 

 Head lice survive by biting and sucking blood- causing itchiness. 

 They spread through direct head to head contact; sharing hats, headbands, hair ties and 

brushes; shared bedding and touching the hair of an infected person then touching your own. 

 

Treatment: 

 Over the counter topical products and shampoos can be purchased from a Pharmacy however, 

lice tend to be resistant to these products. 

 Saturate hair with olive or cooking oil, secure plastic over the hair and leave for 8 hours.  This 

will kill lice. 

 Use of a lice comb will remove lice and nits, dead or alive. 

 Proper disposal- place removed lice and nits on a piece of tape or in a bowl of hot water. 

 If your student is found to have lice- thoroughly vacuum your home and furniture disposing of 

the bag immediately. 

 Heat works! Wash and dry all bedding and clothing.  If an item (such as stuffed animal) cannot 

be washed place it in the dryer on high heat.  If an item cannot be placed in a dryer, put it in a 

plastic bag and a warm place for 30 days to suffocate and kill any parasites.   

 

For more information please visit headlice.org  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Maggie in the office. 541-548-1166 or 

mtownsend@powellbuttecharterschool.org. We greatly appreciate your support! 
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